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Being a “Cool Deaconess”  
Nature, Nurture or Both? 

30-something Deaconess Ann Maki recently 
assured 60-plus Deaconess Jeanette Rebeck that 
she is still a “cool deaconess”.  Ann knows “cool” 
when she sees it—Jeanette is her mother!  Living 
in Colorado, Ann’s ministry includes music edu-
cation, white water rafting, camping and hiking.   
 

In some ways, 
mother and 
daughter share 
similar life   
stories. As  
children, both 
Jeanette and 
Ann rejected 
suggestions 
that they be-
come deacon-

esses; but as young adults, each felt and fol-
lowed the call.  Jeanette went to Valparaiso Uni-
versity (VU) and entered the LDA’s deaconess 
program.  Ann earned a music education degree 
at Bowling Green State University, then went to 
VU and the LDA for her theology training.  Both 
women married men actively involved in church 
life;  Jeanette’s husband was a pastor and Ann’s, 
now very active in their church, played music 
and hung out at the “deac center” during his VU 
days.  Both women serve as parish deaconesses. 
 
In other ways, their individuality shines through.  

With support from her husband, Jeanette has 
developed a strong self-identity as a deaconess.   
She has served congregations while juggling 
the 'pastor’s wife' role.  Currently, she works in 
discipleship ministry. That means matching peo-
ple’s gifts with needs in the church and commu-
nity, enabling them to engage in their own 
unique ministries.  She sees church as family—
whether it’s her congregation putting its arms 
around her own family, or the deaconess com-
munity doing the same.  
Rebeck family vacations 
typically included 
attending the deacon-
esses’ annual meeting 
and international gath-
erings where Ann met a 
variety of people who 
put their faith into       
daily action.   
 
Ann ascribes the influence of yet another “cool 
deac” to her becoming a deaconess—LDA’s cur-
rent Executive Director, Lisa Polito.  Spending 
time together at those deaconess conferences, 
Lisa encouraged Ann to become a deaconess.  
Ann credits her parents for being role models of 
living out God’s love.  Their example—along with 
the examples of deaconesses—stayed with Ann, 
even during her rebellious teen years.  Today, 
Ann uses those growing 

 

(Continued on Page 3) 

Jeanette washes chairs 
during an Afternoon of  
Service. 



 

 

Executive Director’s Corner 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Twice a year, I am honored to be 
a part of the committee that         
reviews students for consecra-
tion.  It is humbling to see these 
people, called by God, ready to 
serve the church and world. 

 
This spring, we made LDA history.  For the first 
time, we approved men for consecration as  
deacons of the LDA.  We interviewed 5 students 
– 2 women and 3 men.  I wish you could meet 
them.  I’ve tried to capture a bit of each of them 
from their writings to share with you... 
 

Ben is a Valparaiso University graduate and a 
caring medical/surgical nurse in Northwest    
Indiana.  Ben reflects, Service is not linear path, 
but a beautiful array of labyrinths, that side by 
side reveal Christ to the world…  We cannot be 
the body of Christ alone. So together we join in  
community, walking side by side to serve where 
we are called inside and outside the church, to 
be diaconal. 
 

Elliott serves in South Dakota as a Director of 
Youth and Family Ministries.  Another Valpo 
grad, Elliott writes, Deacons and deaconesses 
serve wherever they are; they cannot help it. 
Thus, I am not worried about what my diaconal 
ministry will look like over the next few years.   
God will be there – encouraging me to meet 
people where they’re at, pushing me to dig 
deeper in my personal spiritual journey, and 
working through me. 
 

Robin loves being a hospital chaplain.  A wife 
and mother living in Ohio, she says, Hospitality 
is so much a part of what I do as a chaplain.  I 
especially focus on patients’ families.  I try to                    
make them more comfortable during a difficult  

 

time.  I bring them cups of cool water or an        
address book to help them make phone calls.  I 
offer chairs so they may rest.  I try to bring   
comfort to them during a frightening, unpredict-
able time and during stressful situations.  
 

Steve has served as a Minister of Youth and   
Education and DCE Director/Professor/Dean at  
Concordia University St. Paul.  As a spiritual   
director and chaplain, Steve says, Now my    
ministry is a one-on-one ministry of sitting with 
people and helping them to listen for the      
presence of God in their lives.  As a spiritual 
companion I can still do some teaching but my 
actual call is to listen.  I help them listen to the 
voice of God and to their own heart as it unites 
with the heart of God. 
 

Valerie is a musician, a piano teacher, and a 
leader of healthy congregations.  She writes, As I 
have grown in faith and ministry throughout the 
formation process, what became evident was 
the work of the Holy Spirit in my life, pointing 
me time and again towards servant leadership.  
Each current ministry often requires a similar 
skill set… It becomes difficult to separate work/
ministry from my daily life, because the           
formation process has challenged me to be          
diaconal wherever I am. 
 
Amazing—5 new deaconesses and deacons 
bringing a wide variety of gifts and talents to 
serve God’s people!  We are grateful.   
 
Can you see yourself in their stories?  Is God 
calling you to be a part of this ministry? 

 
 
 
 
 

Deaconess Lisa Polito 
Executive Director 
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Compassion and Technology 

Working Together 
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Cool Deaconesses (continued) 

Valentine’s Day was special for the LDA – it was 
the successful completion of our “Have a Heart 
for Caregivers” campaign!  More than 40 donors 
generously gave $4,055 to support our caregiv-
ers program.  And, technology played a key role.   
 
Late in 2013, the LDA’s Service Ministry Support 
Committee and Deaconess Diane Marten, LDA’s 
Director of Education and Formation, piloted 
monthly mini-retreats for caregivers using 
Skype.  By using Skype, participants avoid travel 
and hotel expenses.  The mini-retreats are 90 
minutes–long enough to share stories, laugh, 
cry, pray, and feel refreshed.  Facilitated by  
Deaconess Bonita Fredel, the mini-retreats are 
appropriate for people of all Christian denomi-
nations.   There is no charge to participants. 
 
At the same time, Wheat Ridge Ministries was 

piloting www.WeRaise.us, a crowdfunding web-
site for projects of Christian organizations.  
(“Crowdfunding” uses social media to fundraise 
on-line.)   
 
Our campaign 
launched on New 
Year’s Eve.  After 45 
days of Facebook posts, tweets, emails, likes, 
and shares, we   exceeded our goal of $3,800!  
With this support, we can offer mini-retreats for 
a year and mail a program announcement.   
 
Watch a video to learn more at http://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=NLlHKm_0q4U.   
To participate in a mini-retreat, email us at 
deacserv@valpo.edu.  To support this program, 
go to www.TheLDA.org.  Thanks! 

pains to relate with the 
youth and families with 
whom she works.  She 
loves helping others 
discovering God in 
their own lives.   
 
Jeanette and Ann enjoy         
a close relationship—

mother/daughter, sister deaconesses, dear 
friends.  They know each other well and in ways 
that no one else does.  They often consult with 
one another.  Jeanette asks for Ann’s input on 
programs and sermons targeting young families 
while Ann seeks Jeanette’s advice on how to 
handle congregational situations.  They still go 
to deaconess conferences together, interacting 

with faithful servants from all over the world.   
 
Jeanette and Ann appreciate their relationships 
with other deaconesses and rely on them for 
much support.  But, the heart-to-heart conver-
sations are uniquely mother/daughter ones. 
They help each other be “cool deaconesses.”  
Ann is curious to see if her own daughter will be   
similarly influenced by “cool deacs” as she 
grows up.  
 
For 95 years, “grassroots” support from service-
minded people has enabled the LDA to train and 
support generations of deaconesses (and now 
deacons).  Who  knows—your support might just 
help train a third generation of cool Rebeck-
Maki deaconesses!        

Ann’s music ministry 

http://www.WeRaise.us
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NLlHKm_0q4U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NLlHKm_0q4U
mailto:deacserve@valpo.edu
http://www.TheLDA.org


 

 

Student Seminar:   
A Time of Growth, Faith and Community  
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Where can a diverse group of people gather to 
share their stories?  Learn about what it means 
to be a deaconess or deacon?  Hear from        
respected pastors, theologians and deaconess-
es?  Worship and share meals together?   
 

Why, at the LDA’s     
Student Seminar, of 
course! That's where, 
twice a year, the    
Center for Diaconal 
Ministry bustles with 
activity.  College      
students sit alongside mid-lifers and second   
career learners.  City people get to know subur-
banites and those from rural areas.  All of them 
share the call to serve, and so there are work-
shops.  
 

Theology professors lead sessions 
with an academic bent, while pas-
tors and deaconesses reflect on 
how to combine theology with 
practical, everyday ministry.        
Discussion sessions are led by the 
LDA staff and members of its com-

munities of servant leaders, as well as interna-
tional diaconal organizations.  
 

A welcoming “round robin” potluck dinner     
features deaconesses from across Northwest 
Indiana and Chicago sharing their stories, offer-

ing wisdom and insights.  
Students are introduced to 
“community” as new         
students talk with returning 
students.  Most receive 
scholarships, so there is time 
to write thank you letters to 
those whose generosity 
makes these possible. Each 
student also has one-on-one time with the     
Director of Education and Formation to answer 
questions, review progress and set goals.  
 

Worship opportunities include services at       
Valparaiso University's Chapel of the Resurrec-
tion and community churches.  Less  formal wor-
ship is held at the “deac center” and may be led 
by deaconesses/pastors/students – often       
accompanied by a homemade meal.  Field trips 
to service sites and     
retreat time provide a 
balance of seeing faith  
in action with time for   
reflection.  And there is 
more! But this news-
letter isn't big enough  
to tell it all.   
 

It is big enough to say, "If you think a vocation of 
service might be the path for you, please contact 
us.  You might just find yourself sitting on the 
LDA couch at our next student seminar!" 

Connect With Us!  

¶ Phone:  219/464-6925 
¶ E-mail:  deacserv@valpo.edu 
¶ www.TheLDA.org 
¶ Facebook:  Lutheran Deaconess Association 
¶ YouTube:  The “LuthDeac” channel 
¶ Twitter:  The LDA@DeacServ 



 

 

Towel & Basin Roster January—December 2013 

DIACONAL PHILANTHROPIST 
($5,000+) 
 

Jay Christopher 
Deaconesses Hilary Hefferlin and Jamie  

Alden 
Estate of Deaconess Gail Musolf 
Estate of Ella Pennekamp 
Carol Stuhr 

 

DIACONAL BENEFACTOR 
($2,500-$4,999) 
 

Deaconess Joan Cole-Heine 
Deaconess Betty Epie 
Deaconess Lisa and Carmine Polito 
Deaconess Ann Marie and Mike Rehbein 
Dave and Phyllis Schroeder 
Rev. Timothy Sims 
Tim and Barbara Virus 

 

DIACONAL SPONSOR 
($1,000-$2,499) 
 

Jim and Joanne Albers 
Deacon Student Steve Arnold 
Honorary Deaconess Kristi and Mark Bangert 
Deaconess Liesl and Steve Begnaud 
Hal and Peggy Bernthal 
Deaconess April and Scott Boyden 
Deaconess Virginia and Charles Brondos 
Deaconess Karen Burgess-Cassler and  

Anthony Cassler 
Gisele G. Clark 
Deaconess Janet Conrady 
Jeff and Leanne Cribbs 
Bill and Kathy Croft 
Deaconess Liz and Tom DeMik 
Deaconess Becky Elfman 
Angie Evans 
Deaconess Beverly and Larry Fields 
Deaconess Deborah and Peter Graf 
Deaconess Lorna Hansen 
Deaconess Olivia and Jim Hartung 
George and Carolyn Heider 
Deaconess Roberta and Michael Hillhouse 
Jim and Susan Hooker 
Deaconess Judy Hoshek and Nick Dobrinich 
Deaconess Edie Hovey 
Deaconess Diana and Bill Iltzsche 
Deaconess Marla and Steve Kay 
Honorary Deaconess Phyllis N. Kersten 
Barbara Klingsick 
Estate of Rev. Arne Kristo 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Leep 
Karl and Gail Lutze 
Deaconess Debra and Rev. Charles Mantey 
Deaconess Diane Marten 
Deaconess Eileen Morgan 
Deaconess Susan and James Nachtigal 
Estate of Marilyn Nielsen 
Deaconess Mary and Gene Phillips 

Rev. James Plackner 
Deaconess Jan and Doug Reaver 
Deaconess Gwen Sayler 
Deaconess Shirley and Gary Schaper 
Bill and Mary Ann Schirmer 
Deaconess Karna and Rev. Phil Secker 
Bill and Eunice Seeber 
Nancie Smith 
Tom and Anita Unrath 
Honorary Deaconess Lydia Volz 
Deaconess Jean Wildgrube 
Deaconess E. Louise Williams 

 

DIACONAL ADVOCATE 
($500-$999) 
 

Mike and Grace Albano 
Mr. Ian and Dr. Leah Anderson 
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Bass 
Deaconess Carolyn and Rev. Donald Becker 
Pat Bell 
Don and Betty Bengel 
Patricia Boessling 
Gary and Lorraine Brugh 
Mr. and Mrs. Ed Buerkle 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Claussen 
Deaconess Judi Duemler-Tyler 
Robert H. Duesenberg 
Deaconess Edie and David Eickemeyer 
Carsten and Georgia Falkenberg 
Deaconess Barb Finley 
Ruth Fluegge 
Linda Frank 
Deaconess Bonita and John Fredel 
Deaconess Diane Greve 
Dr. John Helms 
Deaconess Barbara Herzinger 
Karna Hollatz 
Deaconess Connie and Leonard Johnson 
Lynn Johnson 
Deaconess Vanette and John Kashmer 
Deaconess Barbara Kloehn-Pyle and Jerry  

Pyle 
Marguerite Knapp 
Carol Krentz 
Mark and Pat Kretzmann 
Deaconess Burnie Kunz 
Jonn Kusch 
Warren and Betty Larson 
Rev. Timothy and Laura Lincoln 
Deaconess Pamela and Gregory Loesel 
Christopher Lund and Kerry Kornblatt 
Deaconess Maralyn Marske-Walker and  

Richard Walker 
Ralph Marten 
James and Johanna McGill 
Dr. Paul Meyer 
Trisha Mileham 
Leslie and Tim Paul 
Deaconess Phyllis and John Pleuss 
Ted and Mary Predoehl 
Deaconess Darlene and Rev. Daniel Quiram 
Deaconess Cindy and Dave Rasmussen 
Paige and Karl Reichardt 

Bertha Sauer 
Mr. and Mrs. Erik Scherzer 
Deaconess Rhoda and Rev. Mark Schuler 
Deaconess Lorinda and John Schwarz 
Ed and Karen Seykowski 
Violet G. Sharpe 
Rev. Luke S. Smetters 
Paul and Jean Speaker 
Dorothy Stein 
Deaconess Kathy and Dr. James Stim 
Aurella Swanson 
Joanna Truemper 
Deaconess Ellen and Eric Voigtman 
Richard and Julie Vurva 
Walter and Ruthanne Wangerin 
Deaconess Jean and Paul Warren 
Jason and Julie Winkler 

 

DIACONAL ASSOCIATE 
($250-$499) 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Rick AmRhein 
Connie Ashline 
Roy and Anne Marie Austensen 
Deaconess Ann and Larry Baas 
Dr. Richard Baepler 
Deaconess Linda Balfany and Family 
Drs. Mark and Dawn Bartusch 
Dorothy Bass 
Deaconess Brenda and Rev. Timothy Bauer 
Deaconess Bonnie and Jim Beversdorf 
Kermit and Juanita Blezinger 
Deaconess Kathy Borgman 
Rev. and Mrs. Stephen Bouman 
Barbara Bradfield 
Adeline and Erwin Branahl 
Dr. and Mrs. Manuel Bretscher 
Mr. David  and Dr. Betsy Burow-Flak 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Christopher 
Michael Cobbler and Rev. Thelma  

Megill-Cobbler 
Mr. and Mrs. Em Cole, Jr. 
Rev. Charlene Cox 
Deaconess Tanya and Curt Dennett 
Deaconess Judy Dietrich 
Larry and Donna Donner 
Deaconess Shirley and Dr. Maynard Dorow 
Gary and Kimberly Draeger 
Deaconess Juanita Ebert 
Deaconess Gretchen Enoch 
Darlene Erickson 
Rev. Keith and Ruth Forni 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Fox 
Terri and Chuck Fridley 
Deaconess Debra and Rodney Ganser 
Deaconess Bettye Green 
Deaconess Mary Gunderson and Dr. Hans  

Zorn 
Hunter J. Hansen 
Ilene Hardy 
Dr. and Mrs. Alan Harre 
Daniel Haug 
Deaconess Jacqueline Haug-Schulz 
Diane L. Hazelwood 
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Towel & Basin Roster January—December 2013 
Deaconess Sue Heise 
Steve and Judy Herum 
Randy and Doni Heyn-Lamb 
Eleanor Hoehn 
Rev. and Mrs. Paul Hoffmann 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Hoffmeister 
Honorary Deaconess Mary and Carl Hurst 
Klara James 
Deaconess Janice and Rev. Frank Janzow 
Dr. and Mrs. Peter Johnson 
Paul Jud 
Kelly and Cheryl Keithly 
James and Christie Kim 
Deaconess Anita Kinzer 
Deaconess Betty Knapp 
Dr. and Mrs. Don Koetke 
Alma Kokubun 
Karl Kreft 
Esther Kruger 
Rev. Dr. Carolyn Leeb 
Deaconess Kristin and Jeff Lewis 
Helmut and Marie Link 
Sylvia and Tom Luekens 
Deaconess Beverly and Paul Lund 
Julie Lutz 
Joan Marquand-Willse and Bob Willse 
Father Kevin McCarthy 
Deaconess Sharon McDonald 
Mr. and Mrs. Ian McDougall 
Roger and Wanda Meadows 
Robert and Audrey Medrow 
Deaconess Karen and Rev. James Melang 
Deaconess Paula Mickan 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Mielke 
Dr. Kathleen Mullen 
Anne Murphy 
Deaconess Deborah and Bill Nebel 
Fred Niedner and Barbara Crumpacker  

Niedner 
Deaconess Barbara Nieman 
Dot and Jim Nuechterlein 
Joyce Perkins 
Mr. and Mrs. Wally Peters 
Mr. and Mrs. Conrad Peterson 
Mel and Eileen Piehl 
Deaconess Karen and Courtney Pitkin 
Deaconess Jean and John Plusch 
Deaconess Geraldine and Victor Pohlman 
Antoinette Polito 
Wynette Polito 
Michael and Kirsten Renehan 
Deaconess Dawn Riske 
Deaconess Deborah Robinson 
Deaconess Linda and Leslie Schaefer 
George and Carol Scherzer 
Rob and Carol Schickel 
Rev. and Mrs. Edward Schroeder 
Deaconess Dianna Schumacher 
Dr. and Mrs. Norman Sell 
Ed J. Seykowski 
Lori Smith 
Deaconess Catherine and Mike Steffen 
Susan Thompson 
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Tinker 
Deaconess Jennifer and David Tinker 

 

Dr. Douglas and Cindy Tougaw 
Paul Trapp 
Deaconess Elaine and Charles Turansky 
Deaconess Mary and Robert Turos 
Jim and Ellen Vance 
Linda Walters 
Rick and Ellen Warger 
Deaconess Paige Whitney 
Rev. Steven Wilco 
Jeff and Jenn Will 
Marty and Sandy Wood 
Mike and Nancy Yohe 
Marcia and Brian Zauner 

 

DIACONAL FRIEND 
($100-$249) 
 

Rev. Jane Aicher 
David and Emma Albers 
Judy Albers 
Deaconess Janet Russell Alcantara 
Deaconess Paula Anderson 
Robert Anderson 
Deaconess Andrea and Don Arnold 
Geraldine Arnold 
Steven Babin and Pamela Nee 
Darlyne Bales 
Dr. Teresa Bals-Elsholz 
Pauline Barnes 
Marjorie Barnett 
Mr. and Mrs. William Bartels 
Linda Bartusch 
Deaconess Brenda Bass and David Bezona 
Deaconess Mary Baumann 
Glen and Cathy Bengson 
William and Sharon Benz 
Concordia Beversdorf 
Rev. Dr. Wilbert Boerstler 
Dr. and Mrs. Edwin Boger 
Linda Borchers 
Gloria Bouchard 
The Rt. Rev. Aubrey N. Bougher, STS, STD 
Barbara Bowsher-Laub 
Rev. Susan Briehl and Bishop Martin Wells 
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Brown 
Deaconess Kathleen and Jack Brown 
Rev. Timothy Brown 
Joan Buchhop 
Deaconess Barbara and Raymond Busboom 
Carol Cabe 
Bernice Campbell 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Carlson 
Diane Chilian 
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Christoff 
Dr. Robert Clausen 
Christopher and Maura Cock 
Patricia Colacicco 
Ann Collord 
Deaconess Claire and Ronald Corbett 
Mary Ann Coulston 
Deaconess Heidi and Donald Cowey 
Chuck and Gwen Denninger 
Melissa and Jayson DeVries 
John Dickkut 
Mary Dixon 

Rev. Dr. Ted Dodd 
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Doering 
Kristi and Robert Draper 
Deaconess Jan and Rev. Mike Drews 
Ron Drews 
Amy Duemler 
Gloria and Ross Edwards 
Virginia Eilers 
Ed and Carol Engerer 
Ben Eppley 
Corinne Esau 
Deaconess Marilyn Feldhaus and David  

Gross 
Barbara and Allan Fertig 
Keith and Donna Fogt 
Sue Fox 
Deaconess Heather and Paul Frank 
Dennis and Michelle Friesen-Carper 
Rev. Ann Fritschel 
Henry Fuqua 
Deaconess Kathy and Dr. Fred Garrison 
Deaconess Carole Garwood 
Jane and Roger Geske 
Noel and Susan Giesecke 
Del and Charley Gillispie 
Elizabeth Gingerich and Keith Chitwood 
Deaconess Patricia Gorton 
Patsy Green 
Mr. and Mrs. Tyrone Greive 
Dr. Michael Hagenberger 
Marilyn Hahn 
Nita Hallmann 
Ronald Hansing 
Deaconess Lynda and Neil Haring 
Janet Hasbargen 
Deaconess Joan Haug 
Betty Hecht 
Mark and Veronica Heckler 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Hedberg 
Deaconess Denise Hegemann 
Caroline Heidorn 
Loretta Heindrichs 
Todd and Barbara Henderson 
Pat Henningsen 
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Herr 
Dorothy Hillis 
Norma L. Hinsch 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Hodel 
Deaconess Cherryll and Ken Hoffman 
Deaconess Beverly Hohman and Franck  

Geuder 
Joyce Hoover 
Harold Hormann 
Mr. and Mrs. David Hoyem 
Deaconess Joan Jacobson-Wolf and Dr. Don  

Jacobson 
Deaconess Grace Jewett 
Judith Johanning 
Bruce and Jiang Johnson 
Elsie Johnson 
Dr. Eric Johnson and Lis Tracht 
Keith and Emi Johnson 
Chuck and Carol Juengling 
Deaconess Mary-Anne and Donald Jungst 
Rev. and Mrs. Kas Kachmarek 
Barbara Kanary 
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Towel & Basin Roster January—December 2013 
 
Deaconess Diane and Rev. Greg Kaufmann 
Deaconess Marilyn Kelso 
Rev. Timothy J. and Rev. Kari Henkelmann  

Keyl 
Jean Kinsey 
Margaret Kleinwort 
Charlie and Barb Koch 
Larry Koebcke, Sr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Kolke 
Loren and Arlene Kramer 
Ted and Diane Krebs 
Luana Krieger-Blake 
Marilyn Krueger 
Mr. and Mrs. Jon Kruger 
Carolyn Lange 
Sue and Don Langhoff 
Helen Lasky 
Deaconess Barbara and Louis Lawrence 
The Lennox Family 
Jim Lovelle 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Lucas 
Ted and Kathy Ludwig 
Deaconess Julie and Rhett Luedtke 
Dr. and Mrs. F. Dean Lueking 
Mark and Hilda Demuth Lutze 
Rev. and Mrs. Kenneth Mangelsdorf 
Rita Mangelsdorf 
Deaconess Sabine Maresco 
Mr. and Mrs. David Marten 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Martens 
Tricia Martin 
Dr. and Mrs. Martin Marty 
John and Carol Matern 
Debra and Charles McCambridge 
Judie McDonnell 
Harriet Meier 
Sandra Merchant 
Dr. and Mrs. Arlin Meyer 
Rev. and Mrs. John Meyer 
Deaconess Heidi Michelsen 
Mary Ann Michelsen 
Deaconess Nancy and Doug Mickan 
Alice Miller 
Deaconess Carleen Miller 
Rev. and Mrs. Marcus Miller 
Rev. and Mrs. Bruce Modahl 
Mr. and Mrs. John Moentmann 
Mr. and Mrs. Les Mohler 
Deaconess Anita Mohr and Mark Betley 
Marie Monk 
Lyle and Jane Mortensen 
Diane L. Mueller 
June Mundinger 
Timothy Murakami and Deanne Gloppen 
Bonnie Naumann 
Fred and May Nee 
Jim and Janith Ness 
Robert and Linda Nixon 
Rev. and Mrs. Fred Opalinski 
Deaconess Janice Orluske 
Deaconess Anne and David Paine 
Deaconess Beverly and Paul Parobek 
James and Debra Peters 
John and Sylvia Piper 
Deaconess Cheryl and Michael Plummer 
Dr. and Mrs. Carmine Polito 

Dr. and Mrs. John Poncher 
Charles and Rosemary Rader 
Susanna M. Rast 
Deaconess Jeanette and David Rebeck 
Deaconess Faith Reiner and Jim Higgins 
Lois Reiner 
Calvin and Tillie Remmert 
Mr. and Mrs. Duane Renken 
Rev. Rudolph Ressmeyer 
Beverly Riehl 
Reverend Leroy Riemer 
Martha Rohlfing 
Ruth Rohlfing 
Lois Ross 
Nita and Lambert Runge 
M. Martha Ryan 
Deaconess Phyllis Saathoff 
Mr. and Mrs. Victor Saeger 
Marva Dawn Sandberg 
Mr. and Mrs. Lars Sandvik 
Rev. Dr. and Mrs. John Santoro 
Deaconess Doreen and Paul Scheuerman 
Deaconess Carol Schewe-Almarales and  

Kelvin Almarales 
Deaconess Eva and Michael Schindhelm 
Deaconess Joyce Schindler 
Rev. Walter Schoedel 
Chaplain and Mrs. Dell Schomburg 
Rev. and Mrs. David Schreiber 
Deaconess Judy and Art Schroeder 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred E. Schuman 
Kristin Secker 
Rev. and Mrs. Martin Seltz 
Nancy Semerau 
Ed and Marlynn Senne 
Deaconess Patricia and Leland Silva 
Lillian Simons 
Bill and Marilyn Smith 
Deaconess Dorothy and Donald Snyder 
Rev. and Mrs. Edwin Sohn 
Norma Sorenson 
Deaconess Amanda Spangler 
Brad and Marilyn Spring 
Stephanie Stalmah 
Ronald and Patricia Steffen 
Bill and Helen Steinbrecher 
Neil Stewart 
Milt and Carol Stohs 
John Stokes 
Karen Stoll 
Rev. Carl Streufert 
Jim and Kris Stuck 
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Studebaker 
David and Shirley Susan 
Dale and Barbara Swartz 
Marlys Taege 
Dorothy Taylor 
Pam Thielo 
Chip and Christi Thieme Burns 
Julie Thomas 
Ralph Tollas 
Jack Towe 
Mr. and Mrs. Mason Townsend 
Jeff Travis 
Margaret Trevis 
Dr. and Mrs. Albert Trost 

Ken Troy 
Don and Ann Tyler 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Usher 
David and Janis Vasut 
Deaconess Janet and Paul Vesbach 
Rev. Robert Visser 
Alice Voges 
Dr. Jerry Wagenblast 
Patricia Ward 
Dorothy Warner 
Doug and Jackie Watkins 
Susan Weber 
Deaconess Debra Wehking 
John Wenger 
Deaconess Karen Westbrooks 
Deaconess Judy and Jim Whaley 
Stanley Whippo 
Patricia Campbell White 
Sandy Whitney 
Deaconess Barbara and Terry Wiechman 
Rev. and Mrs. Wesley Wilkie 
Carol and Edwin Williams 
Carole Graham Williams 
Deaconess Esther and Frank Williamson 
Kenneth and Debbie Winkelmann 
Susan Wintermeyer 
Fred and Jane Wittlinger 
Caroline Wolff 
Rev. and Mrs. Robert Zimmer 
 

Thank you! 
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Put YOUR  Faith in Action!  
 

Most of the LDA’s budget comes 
from donations from people like 
you.  We, literally, cannot do our 
work without you.    
 
You may choose how your gift is 
used—for general operations, 
student scholarships, or for our 
endowment.  Support for special 
projects is also welcome. 
 
You can give on our website, 
www.TheLDA.org.  Installment 
plans are welcome.  Gifts are tax 
deductible to the extent allowed 
by law. 
 
Leave a lasting legacy.  Talk with 
your financial advisor to include 
the LDA in your estate plans. 



 

 

The LDA 
Center for Diaconal Ministry 
1304 LaPorte Avenue 
Valparaiso, IN 46383-5815 
USA 

&ÁÉÔÈ ÉÎ !ÃÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ Á 7ÏÒÌÄ ÏÆ 'ÏÏÄ 
www.TheLDA.org 
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The LDA Today is published to further the LDA’s mission and is not engaged in rendering legal or tax advice.  Errors, questions, and  
subscription changes may be addressed to the LDA, Center for Diaconal Ministry, 1304 LaPorte Ave., Valparaiso, IN 46383 USA,  
(219) 464-6925, www.TheLDA.org, or deacserv@valpo.edu.  Editor: Kurt Reichardt. 

 

The LDA prepares women and men for ministries of service in the church and the world, supports  
deaconesses and deacons in their varied ministries, affirms the whole people of God in their own  
diaconal service, and assists the church in its diaconal mission.   
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LDA Phonathon Turns 25! 
In April we celebrated the 25th anniversary of 
our phonathon, our single biggest fundraising 
event of the year.  We asked donors if they 
could “Give $25 More for 25 More” and many 
did! 
 
More than 50 volunteers called about 1,000   
donors who gave and pledged more than 
$121,000.   The Valparaiso University College of 
Nursing and Health Professions generously let 

us use their building.  The Porter County, South 
Lake County, and North Lake County chapters of 
Thrivent Financial provided matching funds to 
encourage donors to         
increase their gifts.   
 
This support enables us to fulfill our mission of 
training and supporting servant leaders.  Here’s 
to another 25 years!  Thank you! 


